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The Image of Fairfield

Fairfield's ring tradition carried on
Jo Ann Gometz
News Editor
"Through faith to the fullness of truth," reads the Fairfield
University motto. The Rev. Paul
Carrier, S.J., quoted this motto
throughout his celebration of the
Ring Mass for the Class of 1998
last Saturday, as he advised the
participants to be ever watchful
and to pursue knowledge in its
many forms. Among family and
friends in the Egan Chapel of St.
Ignatius Loyola, members of the
Junior class received their rings
during the mass.
Later in the afternoon, many
members of the group made their
way to the Campus Center Oak
. Room, where a catered dinner
awaited them. The dinner, for
the first time including the families of the ring recipients, featured Coq au Vin as the main
dish. Roses and candles served
as the centerpieces for the nearly
twenty tables at the banquet.
Following dessert, Jason
Machado, who with Katie
Capuzzi organized the event, introduced the evening's speaker,
Professor of Philosophy Michael

Andrews, S.J.
Andrews, who received his
Bachelor's degree from
Georgetown Univer
sity and performed graduate work at
Yale University and
t
h
e
Gregorian
University
in Rome,
joined the
Fairfield fac
ulty two years
ago, at the same
time that the Class of
'98 arrived on campus
"Professor Andrews is not
just an astute academic; he has
worked with a number of
causes," Machado said. "He has
a remarkable gift for relating to
students on a personal level."
After expressing his thanks
for the invitation to speak,
Andrews said that he holds a
great deal of affection for the
junior class because he entered
the University at the same time
they did. He proceeded to offer
some comments about tradition.

"The Jesuit tradition helps
make each of you who you are,"
he said, citing imagination, wonder and authenticity as
the three elements
of that tradition.
"There will
never be
another
person
quite
like
you."
Andkews
pointed
out the
manner in
which one
looks at the
world helps to determine what one sees in the world.
"Tradition challenges each one
of us personally," he said. "Traditions do not only carry on the
past, but bring the future."
He added, "Fairfield is not
the name of a place. ..but a living
part of each one of us."
Andrews quoted Keating's
"Carpe Diem- Seize the Day,"
and told the class that they should
recognize the dream of St.

Fairfield football
history is made!

The Stags outplayed Iona Saturday to win their first
game ever, a 27-0 shutout. See story on page 16.

Photo: The Mannor

Ignatius Loyola, "to set the world
on fire."
He also issued a challenge to
the Class of '98 to, "Be extraordinary. Search your hearts for
the dream you can't live without."
Andrews concluded, "Now
fly. Show us what your dreams
are made of- and make us proud."

Inside
This
Week

Kadima
presents
Meet
mock
Lan
wedding Cameron.
tr

p.6

Jennifer Panaro
Editor-in-Chief
Tuesday, Nov. 12, at noon, in
the Barone Campus Center
Lobby, Kadima, the Jewish Student Organization at Fairfield
University staged a Jewish Mock
Wedding. Michael Schwartz,
club president and groom married Vice President Margo
Friedman, while other club members served as wedding participants. "Since the club is very
small our time in the Campus
Center will help to show off our
club," Schwartz said.
Rabbi Prosnit of Congregation B'nai Israel in Bridgeport
and adjunct faculty member at
Fairfield conducted the ceremony. The purpose behind the
wedding was to increase the
awareness of the club among
other students. Kadima was
started in 1996 and was formed
under the leadership of Dr. Ellen
Umansky, religious studies professor and head of the Judaic
Studies department. "I hope that
the wedding was educational and
brought attention to Kadima,
whose members are Fairfield students," said Umansky.
Prosnit began the service with
an introduction and synopsis of
the Jewish marriage contract. In
a Jewish wedding, two witnesses
are necessary. Prosnit joked, saying that "the witnesses provide
for the college education of the
first born."
He proceeded to lead the
crowd of approximately 100

Continued on page 4
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JoAnn Gometz
News Editor

HOSPITAL JQ

On Monday, Nov. 4, at 2:07 p.m. a stolen wallet was recovered from a male
student during questioning about another incident. The report was sent to
Judicial.
On Tuesday, Nov. 5, at 1:43 a.m. there was an alcohol violation involving a
minor in Regis Hall. The male student was intoxicated. The report was sent to
Judicial.
Also at 2:12 a.m., a glass door was shattered in Campion Hall. The case was
ruled accidental, but both male students involved were sent to the Health Center,
one with glass in his eye.
On Wednesday, Nov. 6, at 1:19 a.m. there was a fire call placed by the
Residence Life staff from the west wing of Claver Hall following the scent of
burning wood or paper in the hallway. A fire watch was established throughout
the night and morning.
On Friday, Nov. 8, at 1:30 a.m. there was a case of disorderly conduct in Regis
Hall. A male student identified from a fight earlier in Gonzaga Hall, was
questioned about that fight. The report was sent to judicial.
Also, at 2:03 a.m., there was a report of an obscene phone call filed by a male
student in Campion Hall. Although it was non-sexual and non-bias, Security is
investigating the case.
On Saturday, Nov. 9, at 12:40 a.m. and 1:55 a.m., there were cases of alcohol
intoxication. The first student was transported to St. Vincent's Hospital by
ambulance. The second was transported to the Health Center.
Also, at 2:12 a.m., there was a case of disorderly conduct at Kostka Hall. Two
male students were banging on ground floor windows of the women's wing. The
report was sent to Judicial.

L^ampuS
pud Ofner
Fri., Nov. 15, at 9 p.m. the FUSA Comedy Series presents Juston McKinney
at the Levee. Admission is free.
Fri., Nov. 15, at 9 p.m. Allyson Casey '98 and Tom Maloney '98 will perform
various musical pieces at the Grind.
Sat., Nov. 16, at 9 p.m. FUSA films will present Mission Impossible in the
Grind. Admission is free.
Sat., Nov. 16, at 10 p.m. the Levee Concert Series features the Douglas Leader
Orchestra, starring Joe Fattorini '98. Admission is free.
On Fri., Nov. 15, at 8 p.m. and Sat., Nov. 16, at 3 and 9 p.m. FUSA Films Series
will present The Nutty Professor in the Gonzaga Auditorium. Admission is $1.

Classifieds
Earn MONEY and FREE TRIPS!! INDIVIDUALS and Groups wanted to
promote SPRING BREAK!! Call INTER-CAMPUS PROGRAMS at 1-800327-6013 or http://www.icpt.com.
Now is the time to call Leisure Tours and get free information for Spring
Break Packages to South Padre, Cancun, Jamaica, and Florida. Reps needed.
Travel free and earn commissions. 800-838-8311.
HELP WANTED. Men/Women earn $480 weekly, assembling circuit
boards/electronic components at home. Experience unnecessary, will train.
Immediate openings in your local area. Call 1-520-680-7891 ext. C200.
CRUISE SHIPS HIRING- earn up to $2,000+/month. World travel. Seasonal &full-time positions. No exp. necessary. For info, call 1-206-971-3550
ext. C50841.
***SPRING BREAK '97*** CANCUN, JAMAICA, BAHAMAS, KEY
WEST, SOUTH PADRE, MARGARITA, PANAMA CITY, DAYTONA!
FREE "MEALS AND DRINKS" PACKAGE FOR DEPOSITS RECEIVED
BY NOVEMBER 30! GROUP DISCOUNTS FOR 8 OR MORE! WE ACCEPT
VISA/MC/DISCOVER. TROPICAL TRAVEL & TOURS INC. @ 1-800931-8687.

■g
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CHEERS

BOOS

to Floppy...to men in uniform.. .to bonding with Don Von...to friends...to sexual
innuendos...to Tom Cruise...to foreign
men...to Jill's fun new game...to Meredith
and our new townhousc.to rollerblading
at midnight on Hallo ween...to being a college guy's fantasy...to sober pals...to the
wild librarian look...to the limbo girlswatch out guys, we'll steal more than your
hearts.. .to Jen in slow motion...to uncharted
waters, not weekly cruises...to infinity and
beyond.. .to the Soppy Exit... to Jogues' Varsity Soccer Players...to 90210 and Party of
Five...to my partner in crime who always
knows what to say...to Quotes of the
Day...to the drunken bake-off...to the lethal game of quarters...to sitting in the pan
of fudge...to SOS'ing burners...to Carrie"Happy B-day!"...to the new theme park
adventure...to P. Gordon's...to the Jogues
Penthouse...to the awesome threesome...to
seeing your man and actually talking to
him...to your bestest friend coming up for
a visit...to seeing Letterman on your
birthday...to getting your college ring- Go
Class of '98!...to Fr. Carrier and his shortened homily- We love you!.. .to Day 21.. .to
DD's 12 step program...to the winners at
anchorman.. .to rekindling with an FU alumcongratulations...to the trip to Boston...to
the winner of the balloon blowing contestslut...to late night visitors...to falling in
love for the second weekend in a row...to
meeting your hubby in New Haven...to
Nasty for joining the bedwetters club...to
random roadtrips... to Kate - "Happy 21st
Birthday!"., to Morgan's circular reasoning/sink... to M & M... to interesting faxs
that are received in the Mirror office... to
the Jogues matchmaker.... to the end of the
commentary section topic... to the blackout at citysides...to the groom on
Tuesday...TO MCINTYRE, LEE, ANDY,
RIGBY, MARIO-GOQD TO FINALLY
BE 21!!!...to hooking up with Alumni at
BC/Notre Dame...to carpet cleaners coming to the party...to Trish Bamford's rocking birthday bash... to receiving roses... to
getting the apology... to my friends - sorry
I missed out on the plans... to Jen - hope
you feel better... to interesting classes for
next year... to two more issues to go...

to the man taking out the trash in front
of Loyola at odd hours of the morning.. .to
having nothing to do on weekends...to
the full bowling alley...to studying...to
8:20's...to Japanese fermented beans...to
the Yoga-ers...to an ex-friend who calls
us liars...to the FUSA film not being
focused...to awful ionic radar...to Soppy
write-ups...to "whatever"...to missing
your dog.. .to the ride home... to the psycho
anorexic bitch...to being dissed for the
"fancy" swim team party...to not having
anyone to lick the sugar off E's face...to
girls obsessed with Pete Sampras.. .to jealous ex-boyfriends...to not knowing if he
wants to be more than just friends...to
friends who steal your man...to your
cheers being misspelled. ..to friends leaving soon...to needing a twelve-step
program...to,JML for only doing 19
shots...to the 15 and under dance party at
the Boobie Trap...to hook ups getting in
the wrong bed...to trying it in the
shower...to the urinizer-he keeps peeing
and peeing...to flooding the bathroom.. .to
passing out on hook ups...to puking all
over the place at the Grape on your 21st
birthday-learn how to hold your liquor., .to
immature seniors, get a life, get a clue...to
obnoxious housemates...to seniors who
haven't learned what the word maturity
means... to obnoxious people., to busy
bodies who think they know everything.,
to not knowing what to say... to snow
before Thanksgiving.. to radar... to being
used only for your position... to fat hog
and wild boar... to having to threaten
your friends with bodily harm... to the
'napper... to speaking without thinking...
to Registration... to not getting your major classes... to screwing up our friend's
name - idiot... to finding the perfect
house... to having no hot water... to the
landscape crew - our alarm clock... to all
talk and no action... to houses falling
apart... to 4 papers due in a row... to not
being able to go to Montreal - have fun
without us... to hungry vending machines., to thinking that you are in
charge... to the cold weather already... to
the pink shower curtain on Gonzaga 3...

Your mission, should you
choose to accept it:
(Da. Da. Da-da. Da. Da.)
To send your Cheers and Boos
to Box AA or slip them under
the Mirror office door across
from the Gonzaga Deli by
Monday morning.
This message will self-destruct in five seconds
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Sexual assault prevention: Accelerated
common sense
courses to be
offered
Theresa Vitello
Staff Writer

November
eighteenth
through the twenty-second is
Sexual Assault Awareness
Week, and Fairfield's Peer Education Network will be sponsoring a number of programs
with the intent of making the
student body more aware of the
presence of sexual assault and
the steps one can take in order
to avoid being at risk.
"Sexual assault is more of a
problem here than Fairfield students may think" Jen Hayes,
Peer Education Network's team
leader of sexual assault. It is
the intent of Hayes and her team
members to "make people
aware of sexual assault whether
it is an abusive relationship or
date rape." In efforts to achieve
this goal, Peer Education will
host a number of programs including a lecture at seven p.m.
on Wednesday in the Faculty
Dining Room on preventing
sexual assault by Mary
O'Sullivan, Coordinator of
Education and Training at the
Y.M.C.A.. Additionally, movies and several episodes of "The
Oprah Winfrey Show" focusing on rape victims; will be
shown in the Stag throughout
the week. And a self defense
class may be held on Friday
afternoon in the All-Purpose
Room. These and a number of
other "Surprise events" will be

centered around the theme "Be
S. A.F.E." - Smart, Aware, Firm,
and Educated.
Hayes also stressed the link
between sexual assault and alcohol use, supporting the statistic the "90% of all campus rapes
involve alcohol." As many of us
already know alcohol abuse is a
problem at Fairfield, as it is at
other universities across the U.S.
And intoxication inevitably creates a blurred line of sexual consent. A 1989 statistic from Koss
and Dinero reports that "Alcohol use at the time of an attack
was found to be one of the four
strongest predictors of the likelihood of a college woman being
raped." This can be linked to the
fact that many men may believe
an intoxicated woman is asking
to be taken advantage of.. But
what they must remember is
"without clearly established consent, what may be called seduction is actually sexual assault."
A man' s primary concern should
be avoiding the commission of a
rape, not his fear of rejection.
Silence never means consent,
and if you think that a girl is
"playing games," never play
along with her-you'll both be
victims in the long run.
Although sexual assault can
hardly be deemed the victim's
fault, it is important to take precautionary measures and avoid
risky situations. The following
advice on sexual assault prevention was taken from Fairfield

Class of
2000
Questions
about
Registration?
Meet with
Dean
Debnam
Chappell

University's Sexual Assault
pamphlet. Avoiding the potential for sexual assault means you
must BE ASSERTIVE &
SPEAK FIRMLY. In order to
gain control of a risky situation a
woman must forget her manners, she must state exactly what
she wants and this means saying
"NO" to unwelcome sexual advances. Next, remember to
TRUST YOUR INTUITION. If
you think you are in an undesirable situation or you are being
pressured to have sex - confront
the person immediately and/or
leave. Also remember ALCOHOLIMPAIRS YOUR JUDGEMENT, you may be coerced
more easily while under the influence and "many men see an
intoxicated woman as an easy
target." REMAIN IN CONTROL, set your own limits; you
are never obligated to have sex
with anyone. If these measures
should fail you and you are being sexually assaulted MAKE
NOISE - do not hesitate to
scream. Attracting attention will
elicit help. THINK AHEAD
ABOUT GETTING HOME, always be prepared so that you are
never forced into uncomfortable
situation. Much of this advice
may seem like common sense,
but if you should face victimization having these guidelines fixed
in your mind can only help.
If you wish to know more
about sexual assault, the university pamphlet offers information on what to do after; if you
are assaulted, University policy
on filing a report and offender
punishment. You should also
know that S.A.R.T. (Sexual Assault Response Team) operates
a confidential line 24 hours a
day, seven days a week at x4045.
Students wanting details can contact Security on obtaining the
pamphlet.

Diversity
correction
There is a correction to
the list of approved diversity courses published in
last week's edition of the
Mirror. ONLY those EN
11 sections taught by Professors Garvey, Haas,
Jenkins, Whitaker and
White fill the diversity requirement for the classes
of 1999 and 2000.

Write
for
News!
Please!

The School of Continuing
Education at Fairfield University will help adult learners accelerate their progress toward
a degree with 12 one-week intensive-courses and five twoweek intensive courses in January. Students can choose from
a wide array of courses in
English, psychology, fine arts,
politics, science, computer
technology, economics and sociology.
The one-week intensive
courses will meet 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. for five weekdays,
Thursday, Jan. 2 through
Wednesday, Jan. 8. Among the
classes to choose from is "Legal Environment of Business,"
taught by Dr. Walter Ryba, professor of business law. The
seminar examines the major
issues that are making headlines such as environmental
protection, worker safety, product liability and corporate
crime, discussing the legal and

social responsibility of business.
Also to look forward to is poet
Nicholas Rinaldi's course, "Voices
and Visions." Rinaldi, author of
the novel Bridge Fall Down, said
that the seminar is an intensive
study of five major poets: Walt
Whitman, Emily Dickinson, Robert Frost, T.S. Elliot and Langston
Hughes.
The two-week intensive classes
will meet two Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., and eight evenings
from 6:30 to 9:45 p.m., Saturday
through Thursday, January 4
through 16. The roster includes
seminars in "Introduction to Computer-Based Information Systems,"
"Introduction to Political Theory,"
"Human Development," "Business
Statistics," and "Photography I."
Every intensive course requires
advance preparation, and Thursday, Dec. 19 is the latest date that
syllabi and books may be obtained.
For more information call the
School of Continuing Education at
(203) 254-4220.

Athletic facility
to be the first
step in expansion
Kristen Sullivan
Assistant News Editor
The University' s athletic facilities may be increasing if
the Fairfield Town Plan and
Zoning Commission approves
the 37,610 square foot addition that the University has intended for the construction of
a second story to the locker
room facility, located near
Alumni Field. A 43 space parking lot and a two story addition
are also planned for construction provided the expansion
plans are approved.
Plans for the second floor of
the locker room facility include
about 30 offices, allotted for
use by the coaching staffs ,
assistant athletic directors and
the head coaches of football,
and basketball in particular.
The current locker facility has
nine locker rooms, six storage
rooms, a training center and an
office, all which comprise 14,
335 square feet.
The proposal for the two
story addition to the facility
includes a football locker room,
which would contain lOOlockers,twocoaches' locker rooms,
a weightlifting room, a trainers' office and miscellaneous
rooms for laundry, equipment
and showers.
On the second floor of the ad-

dition, there will be a practice basketball court, 27 lockers for basketball players and additional
rooms for film, equipment, and
storage.
A public hearing, to determine
whether or not the University will
receive approval for the addition,
is scheduled to take place in December, according to Assistant
Town Planner James Wendt.
In the October 31 edition of the
Fairfield Minuteman, John Fallon,
the University's Attorney said in
his "statement of use" letter, that
the addition plans "provide for the
consolidation of many athletic department functions, including offices, storage, weight training and
lockers" and that the practice basketball court "will substantially
alleviate the existing pressure" to
use the basketball court in Alumni
Hall.
If the proposal is approved, the
construction will get underway and
ultimately the entire Athletic Department will be able to move their
offices from Alumni Hall to the
athletic facility. And the players
will benefit from an academic center which will be built in the facility.
Kevin Keisel, Head Football
Coach, says that the plans for additions to the facility are "exciting. We will be able to take a big
step forward in our athletic programs."
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Accounting association awards financial aid
to Fairfield groups
Heather Wade
Staff Writer

Dr. Paul Caster, the accounting profes
sor who applied for these
grants,
and
Dav e I
Andasen,
presi- |
dent of
t h e
Fairfield
University Ac- I
counting I
Club, attended the
event on behalf of the |
University. Dave Andersen, Jonn
They
received two financial awards for the purpose of fostering accounting education at Fairfield University.
Accounting Club members are free to

On October 10, 1996 the Accounting
Department and Accounting Club of
fairfield University received grants from
the Connecticut Society of Certified Public Accountants (CSCPA), which has over
6,100 members who have established a
trust fund to assist in the formal education
of accountants within the state. The grants
were presented to several other colleges in
the area as well, including the University
of Connecticut, Quinnipiac College, Southern Connecticut State University and Sacred Heart University.
The CSCPA grants were presented during the joint dinner meeting of the
Association' s Educational Trust Fund committee and the CSCPA Relations with
Colleges and Universities committee,
which was held at the New Haven Country
Club.

Kadima, from p.l
tance of marriage and how it puts a smile
on everyone's face. "The best lovers," he
said, "create a single heart out of the two."
After the rings are placed on their fingers
and the vows are said, the ceremony is
essentially complete. With a final blessing Prosnit handed the best man the glass
which the groom broke with his foot. The
breaking of the glass symbolizes how
fragile relationships are.
With the kissing of the bride, the two
were raised up on chairs while the crowd
encircled them cheering and dancing.
"I felt enlightened by the whole ceremony," said junior Shilpa Bharne.
The mock wedding was educational
and shared the customs and traditions of a
real Jewish wedding. "No one really knows
about this club and this is good publicity
instead of handing out flyers or pamphlets," said Schwartz.
If anyone is interested in joining
Kadima, they can contact Umansky at
ext. 2065 or Schwartz at 259-7186. Meetings are held the second and fourth Tuesday of every month in the multi-cultural
center at 2:15 p.m.

through the service by beginning the vows.
Again joking, he said, "For the next eight
minutes, not forever, these two will be
bonded...," emphasizing that the legal
document must not be signed or divorce
papers would have to be drawn up.
The mother and father of both the bride
and groom were then called up and proceeded to get in the order that they walked
down the aisle. The best man, groom
between his mother and father, maid of
honor and bride, between her mother and
father proceeded down the aisle to strains
of music.
One tradition that the rabbi emphasized was the idea of the groom placing
the veil, so as not to mistake his bride, as
happened in the Bible. "Under the marriage canopy, it i symbolic of their first
home together, open to all family and
friends," said Prosnit.
During the actual ceremony the participants take a sip of wine symbolizing
two things. The first is symbolic of their
past lives and the second sip is symbolic
of the moment of matrimony.
Prosnit also emphasized the impor-

CLASSICAL QUINTESSANCE!

ALICIA DE LARROCIIA PIANIST
16 AT 8 PM

SATURDAY, NOV.

FIRST TIME AS A BALLET!

deter-

mine the most beneficial ways in
which to spend the
money. Andersen
explains,
"CSCPA doesn't
specify how to
spend
the
money. We use
it to bring in
speakers, to
promote the
Accounting
Club, to go on
field trips and
to set up meetDr. Paul Caster
ings
and
transportation." He went on to say that

with the extra money, the club intends to
bring speakers from Big 6 accounting
firms to the University to address the
members of the Accounting Club.
If the club was not awarded the money,
Andersen said they would be forced to
depend solely on the membership fees
from their 72 members, and the money
they receive from COSO.
Andersen said, "The trust fund set up
by CSCPA is a great thing they do for all
the schools in the state. It really helps us.
We still have to fund raise, but it cuts
down on costs. So we can go on field trips
we might not have been able to afford.
After all, COSO can only give us so
much."

Budget forums open
to student comment
As part of the preparation for the fiscal
1998 budget, the Finance Committee will
hold two open budget forums on Thursday, Nov. 21, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. and
Friday, Nov. 22, from 1 to 2:30 p.m. in the
McEleney Room of the Barone Campus
Center.
The forums will provide an opportunity for any member of the University
community to have input into the budget
process. The finance Committee, comprised of representatives from the faculty,

student body and administration, encourages students, faculty and staff to offer
comments relating to budget priorities or
funding needed at the forums or in writing
to William Lucas, chair of the committee
and vice presidentfor finance.
The purpose of the forums is for information gathering, and all comments should
be limited to 10 minutes. Participants
should sign up in advance in the Campus
Center office.

From Another
Students Forum
Friday, November 15
3:30-5:30 p.m.
Room 15, Canisius Hall, Fairfield University
Moderator: Dr. Charles Ford, President, Friends of
Nyselius Library
Reservations: 254-4044, ext. 2183
Admission is free.

50%
Discount
at all times
for
Fairfield
students
and staff

QUEENSLAND BALLET COMPANY

THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE
FRIDAY, NOV.

22

AT

8

BLUEGRASS BONANZA!

LAURIE LEWIS
AND THE
GRANT STREET BAND/
NORTHERN LIGHTS
SATURDAY, NOV.

23 AT 8 PM

Box OFFICE: 203-254-4010
iL

^^

International
Student Panel

PM

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

QUICK
CENTER
V^CAT FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY

Day of
show
RUSH
tickets
only

FRIENDS^

forFU
Students

NYSELIUS
LIBRARY

Staff
(10 am 5 pm)
VAV

Johanna Heinert
Ekaterina Ilina
Silvia Karamfilova
Joern Lahrs
Yi-Chun Lai
Marisa Pi-Cubi
Maureen Richa
Alessio Sancetta
Elvira Yamilova
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A Look at Student Spending
Jennifer Imperia
Assistant Editor Campus Life
"I was so broke at the end of September
that I had to create a budget so I could take
out a loan from my father," said senior
math major Deborah Leahy.
After one month of spending on common expenses, such as groceries, books
and phone bills, Leahy was unable to
support herself on the money she had
earned during the summer. Unfortunately,
this is not an unusual phenomenon among
college students.
A recent poll among Fairfield students
shows that students living in a dorm spend
an average of $300 per month, while off
campus students average at $500 per
month. The difference in spending is primarily due to the fact that dorm residents
survive on a prepaid meal plan rather than
paying for groceries like a majority of off
campus students tend to do. "If you don't
buy food, life is a lot cheaper," said senior
beach resident Robert D'Isidori.
,
Aside from utilities and other neces-

sary expenses that students account for, a
majority of the money is spent for entertainment purposes. "Outside of books
and expenses at the beginning of the
semester, the money goes to everyday
stuff, like food or things for the room. I
probably only spend ten to twenty dollars
a week on beer," said freshman Jerald
Schlicting. Realistically, students report
spending an average of fifty to sixty dollars a week on alcohol. "I go to the Sea
Grape with change," said senior Josh
Wiegand.
The problem with student spending is
that a majority of students are unemployed. While most rely on funds earned
during the summer months, other students turn to their parents for financial
support. The survey found that at least
three out of five students claim they borrow money from mom and dad. But employment may not be the easiest solution
to financial stress,
"Now that I have a job, I spend even
more money because I know that I have

it," said D'Isidori. Financial planning and
smart budgeting are essential to help limit
spending. Credit cards, however, pose a
major problem in trying to do that. Not
only do they promote spending, but they
create debt.
According to a recent article in the
New York Times, 76 percent of college
students hold three or more credit cards,
and 40 percent hold six or more. Credit
card companies and banks attack students
with minimum requirements or no fee
cards, marketing to the unaware consumers with a "spend now, worry later," technique. As an easy source of purchasing
power, students tend to take advantage of
credit cards and spend frivolously. Ultimately, most students can only afford to
pay the monthly minimum for the bill and
end up paying the average 15 to 17 percent interest rate. This way, the balance
never goes down and the student essentially pays three times for one bill.
"I have never applied for a credit card
because I know I won't be able to make

the payments," said senior accounting
major Sarah Tully. "But I've closed out
four separate bank accounts for insufficient funds," she said.
While some students may find the
situation comical, others find themselves
in perpetual debt. And unlike most parents, credit card companies don't defer
loans. Therefore, with the risk of creating
a bad credit rating, it becomes the responsibility of the students to avoid free spending that credit cards offer.
Surviving on pasta meals and tap water, most students manage to deal with the
lack of funds. "I guess you get so used to
eating poorly that anything good actually
tastes bad," Wiegand said.
After three years of experience, some
people have learned their lesson. "I've
had a lot of problems with spending on
credit. I love to buy things and sometimes
I don't realize how much I'm spending.
Now I only have two credit cards instead
of five," said senior beach resident Barbara Ortiz.

famous Gujarati temple doors which ended
up in Madhya Pradesh (energetic doors),
working at the Tribal Research Institute in
Bhubaneswar for historical data, and returning again to Sarnath in late winter.
On the other hand, much of our understanding of this process naturally comes
from the courageous Tibetans who went
to India in the tenth to thirteenth centuries
C.E. and their written legacy. Most Tibetans at that time died on the way (maybe
one in ten lived), but those who survived
left us records of their studies in India and
their formation of the early monastic and
educational institutions in Central and
Western Tibet. Not only is the Library of
Tibetan Works and Archives one of the
best collections of early Tibetan materials, it also has what no other library has. A
staff of advanced scholars who have specialized in one or another branch of traditional lore. Two of the staff in particular,
Mr. Tashi Tsering and Mr. Lozang Shastri,
are experts in related fields and our discussions of the early materials already have
proven invaluable. Shastri even has asked
for a list of obscure figures of interest to
me, volunteering to see if he can uncover

some sources. Because of the nature of
the collection, moreover, I was able to
find materials I had only encountered by
rumor; previously missing biographies of
eleventh century scholars and alternative
histories of the specific tradition of my
project. One of these I was having photocopied when I was caught formless.
While issues of official protocol have
occasionally blindsided me on this trip, I
have not mentioned the other great problem with doing archival field work in
India: it's Asia out there! The relationship
between historical research and lived experience is much closer here than in the
U.S., and one of my Hindi literature fiends,
Philip Lutgendorf of U. of Iowa, observed many years ago, "I just don't see
how you Sanskritists can keep working
on your texts when there's so much going
on every day!" He was right, and there is
a great temptation to become involved in
a plethora of daily opportunities pulling
at my sleeve like a beggar in the street.
Last Wednesday, the whole town was
at the Tibetan Children's Village for festivities, speeches and folk dances. Ron
was in the library. Next week, the Amnye
Machen Institute is holding a colloquium
on the tragedy of the Cultural Revolution
in Tibet. Ron will be in the Library. If I
allow myself to become involved in everything that comes along, I'll have no
research project, because Asia is never
bereft of exciting cultural events. Many's
the scholar who ended up with great
friends and no results at the year's end.
Even when I am resolute, of course, I
can't help but become involved to some
degree. Just this morning, I was at the
bookstall for the She-rig Par-khang, the
publishers for the Dalai Lama's government, but which also prints historical and
religious materials. As I was looking
through their list of books, a little old
monk from Ladakh hauls up and wants a
copy of the Perfection of Wisdom in
25,000 verses. It's three volumes, and as
the chief clerk is wrapping it up, Pema
Gelek (the old monk's name) begins to
chat with no one in particular, an occupational hazard among monks. I piece to-

rom the
Dr. Ronald M. Davidson
Religious Studies
Librarian: An essential person whose job
it is to make readers feel guilty for breathing on books. See related section under
Birds of Prey.
The monk's eyes flashed in anger beneath the bushy dark eyebrows grown by
men who have no wives to suggest personal pruning. Shaven headed and clad in
the maroon robes of his order, he was
simultaneously incarnate lama, venerable
monk, profound scholar, and irate librarian at the library of Tibetan Works and
Archives. I was in deep trouble. I had
taken a text to be photocopied, and I had
not filled out my form! Unfortunately my
best Field Fool act would not work, since
I know Tibetan a little too well to get
away with it. I had been making occasional jokes in Tibetan in the Manuscripts section, and even though I still
have trouble with the various honorific
levels used in polite discourse, they knew
me as the only professor using the archives at this time.
So instead I went into Advanced Per-
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London
Brussels
Madrid
Rome

$180
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$215
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TAXES OR PFCS TOTALUNG S3 ANO $45. DEPENDING
ON DESTINATION Ofl DEPARTURE CHARGES PAID DIRECTLY TO FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS.

CALL FOR A FREE
STUDENT TRAVELS MAGAZINE!

Council Travel
320 ELM STREET
NEW HAVEN, CT 06511

203-562-5335
http://www.ciee.org/travel.htm
EURAILPASSES
ISSUED ON-THE-SPOT!

sonal Debasement mode that works well
with Tibetans, sort of the verbal equivalent to rolling over and playing dead. He
seemed mollified, made me fill out some
forms, and by the end of the day we were
again joking about how many foreigners it
takes to read the holy scriptures (answer:
one. Tibetans traditionally read the scriptures in a group).
My purpose in coming to McLeod Ganji
(Dharamashala District, Himachal
Pradesh), where the Dalai Lama and the
Tibetan Government in Exile have set up
shop, was to make use of their research
facilities. If my perambulations through
India appear fragmented, it's because my
project has a built-in schizophrenia: the
transfer of medieval Indian Buddhist lore
into Tibet. The Central Institute in Sarnath
(Varanasi) is the clearing house for the
latest Buddhist Sanskrit and Apabramsha
materials and projects. My affiliation there
results from both their position among
Indian institutions and the materials presented in my proposal. I will return to the
plains for some of the archaeological and
anthropological aspects of the project in
December; examining sites, locating some

ACCOUNTEMPS
JOB FAIR
NOVEMBER 14, 1996
COME JOIN US ON NOVEMBER 14, 1996
IN THE STUDENT CENTER FROM11AM-1:00PM
Are you an accounting or business student with computer experience. We can help
you build your resume! Turn you technical abilities to hands on job experience.
Stop by and earn while you are on break or evenings!
Accountemps offers exciting benefits such as holiday and vacation pay, tuition and
prescription cards. Call us for the exciting new details. EOE
AT LOGO
Shelton (203) 929-2600 Danbury (203) 797-9409
Stamford (203) 324-3399 White Plains (914) 682-8842
New Haven (203) 562-9262 Hartford (860-278-7170
One Corporate Drive, Suite 118, Shelton, CT
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Lan Cameron
Jennifer Panaro
Editor-in-chief

"Society often gives up on
inner-city kids. If someone believes in them, they will begin to
believe in themselves," said
Jogues RHC (resident hall coordinator) Lan Cameron.
Cameron has been at
Fairfield for over a year attending graduate school and
has dedicated his time as an
RHC. After finishing Graduate school next year, he plans
on becoming an elementary
school teacher in inner-city
Bridgeport.
It doesn't take long to realize that Cameron is willing to
go to great lengths to help
someone in need. I met him
for the first time last Friday.
His outgoing personality and
free-spirit made it clear that
Cameron is the type of person Lan
that makes you feel as if you
have known him for years.
Cameron moved around quite
a bit throughout his childhood,
yet he now considers this an
advantage. "I used it in my college essay and feel that it has
actually helped me," he said. He
moved from Boston, to Milford,
to Louisiana, to Dallas and finally to the small quaint town of
Shelton CT, which he refers to
as home.
Cameron graduated from

UCONN in 1995 where he was
an RA for three years. His freshman year he experienced an incident that influenced his decision to become an RA. "I became an RA initially because I
had a bad experience with mine

Cameron, Jogues' RHC
my first year. There was a guy
on the floor being terrorized and
my RA at the time did nothing
about it. I felt that I could do a
better job," said Cameron. He
also paid his own way through
school, so as he says, "the extra
money helped."
Although his time at UCONN
was something that he referred
to as "awesome," Cameron
wanted a different experience
for graduate school. He knew

that he wanted to stay in CT, so he
applied to Sacred Heart and
Fairfield. He made the decision
to come to Fairfield after visiting
the campus and meeting the students and administrators.
"Fairfield is very nice. I like the
students here quite a bit. It is
generally easy to feel welcome here," Cameron said.
As an RHC, Cameron is
the administrator of Jogues
and the RA staff. He is on
duty four weeks and two
weekends a month. Cameron
has had to deal with several
incidents this year. One of the
occurrences involved finding an intoxicated student in
the dorm who almost died at
the hospital. "It was challenging because his friend didn't
want him to go," said
Cameron.
Cameron spends his
days working out (at 7:20 in
the morning), volunteering at
the Reed School for fourth
graders, meeting with other RA's,
taking classes, and among all this,
he still finds time to go out. "Most
weekends I'm gone, but I try to go
out at least one night a week with
the other RHC's," he said.
Cameron has a tremendous
desire to reach out and help. He is
animated and outgoing, and
Fairfield is lucky to have him as
an RHC.

Freshman Retreat is a Success
Correy Stephenson
Contributing Writer
Gathering outside of Loyola
Hall at 5 pm. on a chilly Friday
last week, 23 freshman hesitantly
greeted each other in anticipation of the two days ahead. Packing themselves into retreat leaders' cars and the Campus Ministry van, the freshman departed
for a weekend to remember. Arriving at Ivoryton after an hourlong car ride, the icebreakers and
the fun began.
The retreat was organized by
Monica Kolb and Fr. Richard
Stanley SJ. of Campus Ministry
and by four upperclassmen,
Monica Parchesky, Amy
Pannepacker, Chris Garby and
Matt Pitucco. The Freshman retreat was billed as a great way to
meet new friends and get to know
more of the freshman class. However, the weekend surpassed its
expectations.
As Mike Messina said, "the
retreat served as a major catharsis for me. It felt great to get
away from the stress of the week
and go to a place where I could
heighten my relationship with
God."
Each leader gave a talk de...
. . ..'.

signed to provoke the retreatants
to think about their lives and the
directions in which they were
headed, as well as where they
had come from. The leaders
talked about their own experiences as freshman, their relationships with God, and how to
cope with periods of transition
or challenge. They also examined how students can learn to
believe in themselves and others.
Following these talks, time
was allotted for reflection and
small group sessions where reactions and general feelings were
discussed. However, in between
these serious times was lots of
fun. Participants made nametags
for each other, took walks on the
grounds, played games and filled
each other's weekend "mailboxes" with messages.
One of the most popular aspects of the retreat was the presence of "angels." On Friday
night, everyone drew a name and
became that person's angel for
the weekend, which required
looking out for the person and
placing positive messages in his
or her mailbox. Though some of
the angels lost theirmystery early
on, everyone enjoyed the mes-

sages they received.
"There was a great group of
people on the retreat," Day said.
"We worked well together, during both fun and serious times."
Even the weather couldn't
bring down the spirit of the
retreatants, who explored the lake
Friday night in the inclement
weather and returned sopping
wet. Following a reconciliation
service and mass said by Fr.
Stanley on Saturday night, each
group performed a skit, using
random props, on any topic they
chose. Students stayed up late
both nights, as new friendships
were being strengthened by long
talks into the morning. Sunday
passed by quickly, as retreatants
participated in a final talk and
reflection period, followed by a
reminder by the leaders for all
students to take the retreat home
with them. In other words, they
encouraged everyone to become
involved in different activities at
Fairfield University.
Everyone did take home something valuable from the weekend. As Taryn Hamlin said, "for
me, the retreat was an
opportunity...to develop friendships that will last throughout
my four years at Fairfield."
v '■

Kelly Fitzgerald
Contributing Writer
Thanksgiving is just a few
weeks away! Fairfield students
are almost done with midterms
and starting to dream about a
freshly roasted turkey that only
Mom can cook...
Unfortunately,
not
everyone's dreams of stuffing
and mashed potatoes come true.
UNITE is trying to change this
fact by sponsoring UNITE night
at the LEVEE on Thursday, November 14th.
From 6pm-12am, bring any
canned goods to the Levee for
admission and receive a coupon
for a complimentary pub item.
All canned goods will be collected for the Thanksgiving
Drive and will benefit local, disadvantaged families.
Once you bring your can, get

ready for a night of great music!
The band Rubber Ducky will be
performing from 7-9pm, followed by the Suprox from 1012pm. What a night! Dance
with two of Fairfield's hottest
bands while contributing to a
worthy cause.
What are you waiting for?
Dig out those cans of green beans
that Mom made you bring, or
head to Shaws' (formerly known
as Edwards') for Thanksgiving
favorites. UNITE night is open
to anyone who brings canned
goods, although double ids are
required for pub entrance. No
matter where you live, make an
appearance at the Levee on Friday night. Fairfield students are
known and respected for their
dedication to service - let's help
everyone have a happy Thanksgiving.

Field, from p.5
gether from some of the most
barbarous Tibetan I've heard in
years that he's sixty-two, just
completing his last pilgrimage
to India, and wants to bring back
to his little village temple a copy
of as mcuh of the holy scriptures
as he can carry (it's 108 volumes
in the whole Tibetan canon). I
have to smile, since he' s so small
that the three enormous volumes
appear more than he can carry as
it is.
Thesetis685rupees($19.50)
and the monk brings out a wad of
small bills which he and the clerk
laboriously count, a process
made more challenging as Pema
Gelek is mostly deaf and weak
on vision. After much effort, he
comes up 75 rupees short, even
though his reservoir represents
everything his village and temple
could scrape together, supplemented by his begging along the
way. I didn't realize that I'm a
soft touch for deaf monks, but I
surreptitiously slipped the clerk
a 100 rupee bill and told him in
Tibetan to recount the mess since
I was sure Pema Gelek would get
his books. The clerk made a big
deal of my gift to the old village
lama, who got confused and began profusely thanking some

teenage Tibetan girls who came
to buy pictures of the Dalai
Lama. They giggled, he bowed
to everyone available, and a good
time was had by all.
Assisted by my $2.90 investment, Pema Gelek will stagger
off with his Perfection of Wisdom, by bus and on foot over the
high passes to his tiny village at
about 12,000 ft. altitude. From
now on, for every year he is
alive, the tiny Ladakhi monk
will sit in his sooty cryogenic
temple, drink horrible Tibetan
tea, and recite the scriptures to
as many villagers-mostly illiterates- as will come during the
bitter winter months, when such
gatherings occur every day. He
will spice his recitation with
twelfth century tales of the eight
century
Magus
Padmasambhava, who for them
is the second Buddha and the
ever-living sage. Collectively,
they will listen to Lama Pema
giving a voice to the Buddha,
reasserting his lion's roar of the
emptiness of all phenomena, all
the while keeping at bay the
great voidness of the Tibetan
plateau, immediately outside
their door.

COSO NEWS:
UMOJA will be holding a Bachelor Raffle on Nov. 17 from 6-9pm
in the FDR. For more info, please call the COSO desk at x2685.
Commuter Club has a meeting on Nov. 15 in the FDR from 7-10pm.
NASA is hosting a speaker and more for Native American Heritage
month in the Oakroom from 5-9pm on Nov. 14, tonight!
Communications Club is hosting a raffle for Dave Letterman. Tickets
can be purchased in the Campus Center during the week of 11/1111/15. Chances are one dollar and the winner receives twb tickets.
There is a Bio. Society social Nov. 18 at 7pm in the Levee.
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Signs of Life... A Student's Experience in Germany
Susan Elter
Contributing Writer
When I first got to Italy, being proud to be an American
was the last thing on my mind.
I started out trying to disguise
my nationality as did all of my
friends. This semester was
meant for a new place, a new
education and an escape from
the monotony of Fairfield. Besides, right at orientation, the
instructions started on how to
refrain from looking American:
don't wear sneakers, baseball
hats or shorts, avoid the gypsies, try not to wear clothing
adorned with English phrases
or American slogans, and above
all, don't flaunt your camera.
The concept was simple.
American tourists receive no
respect in Italy, and our goal
here was to assimilate into the
culture. It bothered me a little at
first, because after all, I would
like to have the chance to change
the Florentine's opinion of us.
But after a few weeks of trying
to share the city with thousands
of tour groups in the height of
tourist season, I realized sadly
that our instructors were right.
My classmates and I became
skilled at spotting Americans
from miles away. They were
loud, pushy, arrogant and everywhere. In the night clubs it
was the American girls who
were half naked, bumping and
grinding with eager Italian men
while the Italian women walked
away with an air of contempt.
So the assimilation was easy.We all wanted to admire the
ancient Renaissance art and
have some fun taking advantage of the lack of a drinking
age on weekends, but to be associated with these people by
home country was plain embarrassing.
My roommate, two other
friends and myself did our best
to travel every weekend. Our
first trip was to Capri, an island
off the coast of Naples, in southern Italy. However, the return
trip home from Capri was the
most memorable aspect of that
particular journey.
We boarded the train in
Naples, prepared for a five hour
trip home. Our train was labeled "Munchen," but inexperienced as we were, we assumed
Munchen was a city in Northern Italy that was the final destination of the train. Were we
ever wrong. As we boarded the
train, we were bombarded by
people, luggage, and absolutely
no seats. As we dragged our
backpacks through the crowded
aisles, we were encountered by
hoots, hollars, and pinches and
when we could take it no more
we gave up and decided to stand
near the bathroom. I remember
thinking "if this is traveling, I
want to go home NOW." That
was when we realized that
Munchen was German for
Munich, and we happened to
take the one Italian train headed
for the yearly celebration of
Oktoberfest. We were sur-

rounded by hundreds of drunk
Italian men, on their way to
getting much intoxicated.
Along the way, as the train
stopped in Rome, we discovered an empty sleeper car and
sat in a compartment, shutting
the door. We knew we
shouldn't be there, but decided
to swallow our pride and play
"stupid American" if the conductor should find us. Suddenly the door opened and a
man of about twenty five years
stuck his head in. He seemed
American, and we invited him
to share our compartment.
As we spoke, we discovered
that he was actually German,
from Munich, on his way home.
He was a journalist for a technology magazine, but he had
spent a year in America after
graduation which explained the
lack of any accent in his impeccable English. It was a long
trip, and he mentioned that his
apartment was two and a half
blocks from the site of the
Oktoberfest fairgrounds. He
was having a party the next
Friday at his parents' house in
the country, and we were invited. We hadn't even though
about going to Oktoberfest because the hotels were all booked
for the next three weekends.
But here was a new personality. A free "hotel" plus the
chance to meet some German
people and experience
Oktoberfest as well as the city
of Munich with a native. We
took him up on his invitation,
and he agreed to meet us at the
train station the following
weekend. Our train arrived in
Florence three hours behind
schedule and we parted friends.
The next weekend the four
of us again boarded a train
bound for Munich, this time
with reserved seats, and discussed the possibility that our
new friend, Florian, was a
psycho-killer who had lied to
us, but we dismissed this idea
in favor of our adventure. We
arrived in Munich eight hours
later and were met by a woman
called Valesca, who led us to
the Munich subway and to
Florian's home. As we admired
the Bavarian wooden decor and
the German knickknacks everywhere, Florian explained
that the party was to take place
in the unoccupied guest house
at back. We went to explore.
The house was filled not only
with cases of bottled Munich
brewed beer but also with citrus flavored soda for non-alcohol drinkers.
The party got underway
when the deejay arrived, and
the first thing my friends and I
noticed was how good looking
everyone was. So much for the
stereotypical German women.
These women were beautiful,
and the handsome, friendly men
were a welcome change from
the slimy Italian men we'd met
in Florence.
That was the first thing we
noticed. The second was that
they were all paying attention
to us. Four vagabonds, ex-

hausted from the train ride and
not knowing a word of German,
were the center of this party full
of supermodel look alikes. They
wanted to know everything
about us; where we were from,
why we were there, what we
were studying, what we thought
of American politics. We
learned that they, our German
counterparts, were infinitely
more educated than us and had a
profound interest in current affairs. They also spoke English
perfectly, better than many of
my relatives who had left Germany for America over 40 years
ago. Germans are taught English at the age of six. And I, at
the age of 20, barely had a grip
on written Italian, let alone German, even though I had every

WE

opportunity to learn it growing
up, as it is my grandmother's
native language.
Finally we realized that we
were getting so much attention
because we were American. The
ridiculousness of it struck us as
funny. Our American education
was precisely the cause of our
not being able to converse with
these people in their native language, on their home turf, and
our sole reason for coming to
Germany was to attend the largest tourist attraction in Munich.
Yet, it was through this realization that I was first truly proud to
be American. These people admired us, and although it was by
no act of our own, our country
was speaking for itself. For all
the wrong turns we've taken in

American policies and unnecessary wars, the American
dream still holds clout in this
world.
During that weekend, Florian
and Valesca gave us detailed
tours of Munich, endured the
crowds of people at Oktoberfest
and took us to eat the best food
I've ever had. Because of their
hospitality, I will always consider Germany my favorite
country in Europe and am eager
to return. My only wish is that
when my new friends come to
America I can show them the
same hospitality . I wonder if
Europeans would like us all better if Americans learned how to
treat visitors with respect.
Maybe then, they would return
the favor.
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Editorial/Commentary

From the Editor's
Desk...
In several past issues this year, I have
expressed to you as the student body to
get involved. Voice your opinions and let
us know what upsets you or what you are
happy with.
Although there have been some interesting and thoughtful letters, there are
just not enough. We want to know what
you are thinking. What angers you? We
want to know what to change and what to
keep the same.
The more that the students and administrators get involved, the more interesting the Mirror will be. So please, voice
your opinions! We have addressed several issues this year that affect the students and administrators. Not all positive, but hey, you can't please everyone! I
want to hear what the students have to
say. I want to know what the administration is thinking. Send your letters to Box
AA. If anyone is interesting in becoming
a staff writer call me at x2533. Thanks
and get writing!
.

Eating Disorder Explored
To the Editor:
The article on November 7
by Lauren Pandolfelli on Eating Disorders is excellent but
could have included a bit more
on the familiar aspects of eating
disorders. The Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of the American Psychiatric Association
(DSM-IV) presents the familial aspects of anorexia nervosa
and bulimia. These disorders
are more common in some families than in the general population.
In my science requirement
course, Chemistry of the New
Nutrition, one chapter of our
text ("Total Nutrition from the
Mount Sinai School of Medicine" is devoted to eating disorders. The disorders seriously
impair body chemistry and
proper therapy is imperative.
The authors are Professors of
Pediatrics at Mount Sinai and
in their chapter state, "to be
successful, treatment must include the resolution of psycho-
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logical problems and family conflicts that have predisposed the
individual to the eating disorder." The article in The Mirror
mentioned Fairfield University
counselors referring clients to
"dieticians, physicians or psychiatrists. " To this list the FAMILY THERAPIST must be
added.
In the family systems view of
eating disorders, the system is
disordered and the identified patient is the one with the eating
disorder. As long as Fairfield
University does not offer family therapy to our students with
eating disorders, these students
will be less well-served.
Fairfield University is one of
the few in the country that offers
the Master of Arts in Marriage
and Family Therapy. The University should be using this onsite expertise.
In a letter a few weeks ago I
mentioned posting the Supreme
Court Case regarding religion
at Fairfield on my Web page for

the use of all. Subsequent articles in The Mirror further discussed the place of religion at
Fairfield University and apparently used my posting of the
case. Postings for eating disorders should be equally useful.
To give a bit more insight into
family therapy and eating disorders I searched the Internet and
picked some pertinent sites that
add to the article in The Mirror
and to the contents of this letter.
The superior value of family
therapy for eating disorders is
obvious in some content of these
sites. They are listed for my students in Chemistry of the New
Nutrition and others under Eating Disorders in the file Chemistry of the New Nutrition at my
homepage:http://
ourworld.compuserve.com/
homepages/jcmacdonald.
Signed,
John MacDonald
Professor of Chemistry

Doctrine without indoctrination
To the Editor:

The Fairfield Mirror

The Fairfield Mirror

Looking back on the letter to
the editor written by M. Dolan,
C. Maroney and myself, it is
easy to see how it might be misunderstood by others. The purpose of this present letter to the
editor, then, is to clear up what is
perhaps the heart of these misconceptions, beginning with the
response of nine students in last
weeks' issue of The Mirror.
The title of that piece
("Fairfield University...No Evangelizing Allowed") suggests that
its authors assume we are attempting to evangelize, and in
effect brainwash students with
Catholic teachings. These students also suggest that we ask to
be taught Catholicism exclusively, writing that "we cannot
study just that which John Paul II
recommends, for we know that
this is insufficient." In fact, what
we had written on Oct. 3 was,
"We expect that some faculty
members will disagree with traditional Catholic teachings at a
University, but it is proper for
them to show both sides of the
argument." Our fellow students
appear to agree with us on this,
writing "without taking in all
possible aspects and opinions on
any matter, we limit ourselves to
an uninformed conscience."
In their own words, they have
just stated that all sides of an
argument must be shown—including the Catholic side. It is
evident that the misunderstanding must lie here, in that the
response indicated hostility towards our request for Catholic
courses. Given the above agreement, it is unfair to suggest that
Catholicism should not be included in religion courses. By
this, we do not accuse anyone of
denying Catholic teachings in
classes, rather, we question their

understanding of our request. To
make ourselves absolutely clear,
we welcome non-traditional
Catholic teachings, or even nonCatholic teachings, provided
there is equal representation of
traditional Catholic teachings.
We would like to point out
however, that there is a difference between traditional and nontraditional Catholicism of which
the average student might not be
aware. In order to represent Catholicism fairly, it is imperative
that official teachings (i.e., doctrines) must be taught. Again, we
would like to stress the fact that
we do not want to limit religion
courses exclusively to doctrines
and instead agree that other voices
should be heard as well.
In a nutshell, we are asking
that all opinions should be considered and that these opinions
should be labeled. In other words,
when we read the works of a
particular theologian, we should
study not only these works, but
also the responses of others to
individual issues addressed by
the aforesaid theologian. If we
read the works of a Catholic theologian, it is not enough to assume
that they represent Catholicism
as a whole. Instead, it should be
made clear what the traditional
teachings of the Church have said
regarding particular points within
the text. This is important so that
students will not mistake the beliefs of one Catholic as the beliefs of the Church. As we suggested in our original article, this
can be accomplished via The
Catechism of The Catholic
Church. Teachers we have talked
to about this do not agree that The
Catechism is suitable for classroom purposes, but it is our position that it can easily be incorporated into religion courses. A precedent has already been made for
this at Providence College, where

the Catechism was included in
the curriculum of Intro, to Religious Studies. Certain professors we have met with here at
Fairfield insist that The Catechism is a reference book and
not intended to be read in its
entirety. We do not dispute this,
but would like to point out that it
makes an excellent companion
to any theological work. If used
for this purpose, as both a reference book and companion, then
the emphasis of the course can
still rest upon whatever the professor desires. The only change
to current course material would
be to further open the eyes of
students to another perspective.
In addition, some professors
have claimed that The Catechism
is not an intellectual work. Since
The Catechism is a compendium
off all the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church, saying that
it is not intellectual implies that
the Church itself is not intellectual. This is blatantly insulting,
and patently untrue. There is no
reason why Catholic doctrine
cannot be studied just as objectively and critically as any subject. After all, there are many
points of contention within the
Church, as expressed in the form
of traditional and non-traditional
Catholicism. Only by studying
the doctrines, and why they are
doctrines, can one truly understand the issues, and formulate a
personal, educated opinion. Finally, to say that students should
study doctrine does not mean we
believe in indoctrination. After
studying the doctrines, students
should feel free to disagree with
them if they so choose—but only
if they first know exactly what
they are disagreeing with.
Signed,
Brian Neville '98
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Per Fidem Ad Plenam Veritatem
Joseph Marcello
Staff Writer
A fascinating and important debate has been raging
here at Fairfield in recent
weeks. It centers on the role of
Catholicism at this University,
and discussion of it has addressed the appropriateness of
courses on Catholicism within
the Religious Studies Department, the invitation of a "prochoice" Jesuit priest to deliver
a lecture , and a recent call for
a moratorium on what is perceived as "evangelizing."
Whatever the outcome of the
present debate might be, it appears that something has gone
terribly wrong with things religious at Fairfield.
The situation is this: A suggestion that a Religious Studies curriculum worthy of a
Catholic University should include at least one course specifically devoted to the teachings of the Catholic Church
has been rebuffed by some students and faculty members. A
Jesuit priest who publicly supported President Clinton's position on partial-birth abortion
was invited to speak, and his
invitation was defended by
some students and faculty
members. A group of Religious Studies majors who felt
that they should voice their
concern over the religious situation at Fairfield has published
a scathing attack of the Church
and of the idea that a course on
it is necessary, or even beneficial. The very fact that nine
Religious studies majors
would write attacking religion
seems indicative of a problem.
Their criticisms of the Church
are historically unfair, and, at
times, patently false.
Rather than taking a negative and confined view of our
circumstances, we, at Fairfield
University, should have the vision to see this debate as a
potential for beneficial curricular expansion and intellectual

progress. Rather than attempting
to disparage the Church, we should
welcome its enormous and magnificent contributions to the religious field. We should not attempt to silence it or damage it,
but should let it be heard and studied and appreciated by Fairfield's
students.
Are students guilty of "evangelizing" when they seek to have
the Catholic perspective
unobscuredly represented in the
Religious Studies curriculum? Is
it narrow-minded to suggest that,
in order to arrive at a fuller perception of religious truth, we might
be afforded the opportunity to
learn from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church? Why must students who wish to learn about
Catholicism learn about it only
while studying other subject matter? Nobody has suggested that
the Catholic perspective is the only
worthwhile perspective, nor has
anyone called for the removal of
non-Catholic courses from said
curriculum. The only plea is one
for inclusion of the teachings of
the Catholic Church. Surely, it
will be a shame if this plea falls on
deaf ears.
If, then, the teachings of the
Church are going to be taught, it
stands to reason that the most reliable source of those teachings
should be used as a text. Pope
John Paul II has called the Catechism of the Catholic Church "a
sure norm for teaching the Faith."
Moreover, in his recent Letter-tothe-Editor, Dr. John Thiel pointed
out that the Catechism is "to be
consulted as a guide for those who
would like a precise formulation
of the teachings of scripture and
tradition in the belief of Catholic
Christianity. Its language is simple
and accessible, readily so to the
college-educated." Therefore, it
seems that the Church has provided interested students with a
perfect textbook for learning the
Faith.
The suggestion has also been
made by Dr. Thiel that the Catechism would be difficult to teach
because it is merely a reference

work. I would argue, as does Fr.
JohnHardon, S.J., in Understanding the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, that "This Catechism is
no mere reference work that we
may occasionally consult, like a
standard dictionary or encyclopedia. The Catechism is no mere
summary of religious ideas or ideals that provide a readable handbook on how Catholics think. No,
the Catechism is an indispensable
arm of instruction on every level
of the teaching apostolate." How
wasteful it would be if so a splendid resource continued to go neglected!
On a converse note, however,
several unfair attacks were leveled at the Church in an article
that was riddled with factual errors and published in last week's
Mirror. If an intelligent discussion and debate about these issues
is to take place in the University
setting, these errors must first be
rectified.
In Fairfield University...No
Evangelizing Allowed Here, Ms.
Casey, et al. charge that "the
Catholic Church did not condemn
the events or speak out against the
Nazi Holocaust against the Jews
during World War II..." This
claim has absolutely no basis in
fact. Prior to the outbreak of
World War II, as early as 1937,
Pope Pius XI issued an encyclical
letter entitled Mit brennender
Sorge ("With Burning Sorrow.")
This encyclical represented the
Church's swift and thunderous
condemnation and denunciation
of Hitler and Nazism. The encyclical was smuggled into Germany
and read in all German churches
on Palm Sunday, 1937. It was so
powerful that it drew vindictive
retaliation from the Nazi party,
which closed all the presses that
had printed it, arrested and imprisoned hundreds of priests, and
waged a vicious campaign of false
propaganda against the Church.
During World War II itself,
Pope Pius XII knew that public
denunciation of the Holocaust
would have meant certain death
for even more people (as it was,
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over two million Catholics, in
addition to the six million Jews,
fell victim to Hitler's diabolical
atrocities.) Pope Pius XII, then,
acted in private to help the Jews.
Israel's former consul in Italy
publicly credited the Pope with
saving the lives of over 400,000
Jews. Pope Pius ordered that
some of the Church' s sacred vessels be melted down to help Roman Jews pay a Nazi extortion
of one million lire and a hundred
pounds of gold; and he opened
the Vatican, Castel Gandolfo,
and hundreds of Roman churches
as havens for Jewish people. At
the conclusion of the war, Dr.
Israel Zolli, the chief Rabbi of
Rome, publicly thanked the Pope
for having done so much to help
the Jews. Additionally, the claim
that "the Inquisition was
administered...by the Jesuits" is
equally preposterous, since St.
Ignatius of Loyola, who founded
the Jesuits, was himself hauled
up before the Inquisition more
than once.
The assertion that "the Church
is a human institution" cannot
intelligently be made by anyone
with even the most vague familiarity with Catholicism. Need
we be reminded that the Church
was founded by Jesus Christ,
truly God and truly man? On
Pentecost, Christ sent the Holy
Spirit to forever guide the
Church; and in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the perfect sacrifice of Calvary is re-presented
as the miracle of the Eucharist
occurs. Ordinary bread and wine
are, through the power of the
Holy Spirit, transformed into the
Body and Blood of Christ. This
phenomenon, known as transubstantiation, means that the Eucharist is not a mere symbol of
Jesus: it is really, truly, and substantially the Body, Blood, Soul,
and Divinity of Christ. In light
of all of this, who would dare
suggest that the Church is merely
a human institution?
The charge has been made
that, if a specific course on Catholicism were introduced into
the curriculum, we would fall
into the trap of "studying just
that which John Paul II recommends, for we know that this is
insufficient." Here lies another
misconception. The pope doesn't
"recommend" anything. He
doesn't merely dictate his "opinion" as Ms. Casey, et al. suggest.
Instead, he teaches the fullness
of the Catholic Faith, which was
given by Christ to the Apostles,
and has been preserved whole

and entire to the present day. For
this reason, Catholics don't
"blindly accept the Pope's opinion," but receive his teaching as
the teaching of Christ and His
Church.
In addition, the authors included
contemptible assertions that we at
Fairfield should not study Catholic theology, because "we [should]
not limit ourselves to insufficient,
narrow-minded theologies and
doctrinal histories that were developed alongside a string of injustices," and that we should "open
our minds to insights and not bury
ourselves within the myths of
Christianity." Are we to believe,
then, that the teachings of the
Church are merely narrow-minded
myths? This derision is not only
uninformed and inaccurate, but is
also discourteous and insulting to
those who hold the Catholic Faith.
Ironically, the authors quoted from
the Gospel of Matthew admonishing us not to judge, lest we be
judged. In the future, the authors
would do well to observe this passage before leveling unfair and
untrue attacks at the Church. It is
important to note, however, that if
the authors of the article were afforded the opportunity to take a
course such as is being suggested,
perhaps they would not have made
these grievous errors.
Still, some would suggest that
we have no need of a course on
Catholicism. One of the arguments against such a course and
the use of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church as one of its textbooks is grounded in the assertion
that a sufficient amount of Catholic teaching and doctrine is found
in courses already offered at
Fairfield. While I do not question
the integrity of the Religious Studies professors, I would be suspicious of any suggestion that authentic Catholic doctrine, as taught
by the Church's Magesterium, is
found in such courses as RS 153
Liberation Theology, RS 137
Feminist Theology, or RS 178
Liberationist Ethics.
If, then, we are truly open to
critical theological study in all areas, we must be open to at least
one course that would exclusively
feature authentic Catholic doctrine. Therefore, the Religious
Studies department is called upon
to offer such a course, with the
Catechism ofthe Catholic Church
as one of its texts, so that students
at Fairfield will be afforded an
optimal opportunity to commence
the journey which will ultimately
lead them, Through Faith, to the
Fullness of Truth.
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Sacrosanctitatis Vitae
To the editor,
We are in strong agreement with
Mr. Marcello's Commentary article
positing that Father Robert Drinan,
SJ.'s speech on International Human Rights and the Future of Morality is hypocritical, because Father Drinan is not consistent in his
advocacy of the rights of women
and children in all circumstances. It
is appalling that Father Drinan supported President Clinton's veto of
the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act
of 1995, which would have banned
the partial-birth abortion procedure.
It is incomprehensible that certain
students praised Father Drinan in
their
article,
"Fairfield
University...No Evangelizing Allowed Here." It is even more disheartening that the Religious Studies Department and the Office of
the Academic Vice President would
invite an advocate of partial-birth
abortion to come and speak on campus about International Human
Rights. In this letter, we are just
asking that the Fairfield University
community be able to hear both
sides of a so far one-sided debate.
Why doesn't Father Drinan love
both the woman and the child in all
circumstances? "Partial birth abortion' means an abortion in which
the person performing the abortion
partially vaginally delivers a living
fetus before killing the fetus and
completing the delivery." (House
of Representatives,Resolution 1833,
Chapter 74-Partial-Birth Abor-

tions).
This procedure is currently legal for all
reasons, including its use as a means of
birth control. This procedure is far from
being rare. In fact, there are 1,500 partialbirth abortions in New Jersey alone each
year. There is no question that a child in
the 9th month is a human, yet Father
Drinan believes that the partial-birth abortion procedure should remain legal.
Father Drinan this summer spoke publicly against the Partial Birth Abortion
Ban Act of 1995, H.R. 1833. While he did
not address this issue during his lecture
here at Fairfield, it is important to understand what he stands for. He is against the
Bill that had three important provisions
supporting women. First, the Bill would
have banned the partial-birth abortion procedure. Second, the Bill had a clause
permitting for the procedure to be used to
save the life of the mother. H.R. 1833
stated:
"It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution or a civil action, which must be
proved by the preponderance of the evidence, that the Partial-Birth abortion was
performed by a physician who reasonably
believed(1) the partial-birth abortion was
necessary to save the life of the woman
upon whom it was performed.
(2) no other abortion would suffice."
Finally, the Partial Birth Abortion Ban
Act of 1995 protected a woman from
being prosecuted if this procedure was
performed. The Bill stated, "A woman
upon whom a Partial-Birth abortion is
performed may not be prosecuted under
this section for a conspiracy to violate this

section." This bill, which Father Drinan was
against, represented a way to protect the dignity of women and their unborn.
Knowing Father Drinan's acceptance of
this cruel procedure, it is disturbing to have
read the article entitled "Fairfield
University...No Evangelizing Allowed" (Mirror, November 7). After the authors had remarked that Father Drinan had supported
Clinton's veto, they stated, "Father Drinan is
an esteemed lawyer and statesman, as well as
a respected Jesuit." It is beyond our imagination how one could defend someone that had
such a blatant disregard for women and children. If they are accusing Mr. Marcello of
"evangelization", because of his stance against
Father Drinan, we believe they need to take
into consideration the obligation of every person to stand up for life. This is especially true
in a case like this one, where Father Drinan had
made such an egregious error.
We do, however, agree with their article
when it stated, "Without taking all possible
aspects and opinions on any matter, we limit
ourselves, to an uninformed conscience."
Whether or not a fetus should be protected
under human rights, is a debate that is of the
greatest importance in America as well as in
other countries worldwide. So far, the Religious Studies Department and the Office of the
Academic Vice President have had a lecture
by someone who does not believe that afetus's
life should be protected. We believe that equal
time should be given to an orator whose definition of human rights encompasses every
human being.
We would like to extend an invitation to the
Religious Studies Department and the Office
of Academic Vice President to cosponsor with
the Fairfield University Life League, a lecture
by a tremendous woman, Serrin Foster, who
has a consistent record in defending Human
Rights. She has spent her whole life helping
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both women and children. Ms. Foster is
currently President of Feminists for Life of
America. FFLA has revived the early feminists ' concern of the subjugation of women.
Serrin Foster, along with her organization,
believes just as the early feminist Alice
Paul (coauthor of the original Equal Rights
Amendment of 1923) does that, "Abortion
is the ultimate exploitation of women."
This would be an ideal opportunity for
the Religious Studies Department and the
Office of the Academic Vice President to
counterbalance Father Drinan, with someone who is for the complete sanctity of life
in the realm of human rights. It would be an
ideal way to show that they do not have a
preference for Father Drinan's interpretation of what human rights include to the
interpretation of Feminists for Life and the
Roman Catholic Church. We ask, in all
fairness, that there be a public disclosure of
the amount of funds used for Father
Drinan's lecture (speaker's fee, travel expenses, publicity etc.). We would also ask
that a comparable sum be devoted for Ms.
Foster's speaking engagement. This would
ensure complete equality and objectiveness in the academic discussion.
We are looking forward to working
with the Religious Studies Department and
the Office of the Academic Vice President
in obtaining Serrin Foster to counterbalance Father Drinan who did not offer a
complete view of human rights. Ms. Foster
is a woman who has seen discrimination,
neglect, and societal injustice first hand.
Ms. Foster has much to tell the Fairfield
University community about human rights.
Signed,
Christopher Maroney .
Melissa Dolan
Deidre Tindall
© -96 Andy Singer
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Completely Exposed
Fairfield University's
Theatre Fairfield will present its
second production of the 19961997 season, "Completely Exposed," an evening of improv,
ingenuity, and idiocy, on the evenings
of
Nov. 21,22,
and 23 at 8
p.m. in the
PepsiCo
Theatre.

the Spot," Theatre Fairfield's improvisation group, is the second
act of "Completely Exposed." Directed by TerriAnn Falcone, the
cast features Allison Sparks, '97,
Wendy Popeck, '97, Ryan
McKinney,
'97, Robert
Nishiyama,
'99, Mary
Conk, 99,
Fred Gooltz,
'00, Chris
Comprised
Grindle, 98,
of
two
Kelly Fagan,
acts—"Cre'99,
Lisa
ative ExpoLittlefield,
sures" and
'99
and
"On
the
Stephen
Spot," —
O'Connell,
"Com'00.
pletely ExTheposed" feaatre Fairfield
tures the
presents the
writing, draworks and
matic and
talents of
comic talFairfield
ents of a va- Creatives Exposures and On the spot join together for Completely Exposed!
University
riety
of Completely Exposed photo: top Robert Nishiyama, Lisa Littlefield; bottom:
students
Steve Scarpa, Lauren Schivone, Ron Zapille, and Kelly Fagan.
Fairfield
through an
University students.
evening committed to the arts.
McManus, '00, Steve Scarpa,
Interested English stuFor more information
'98, Davis Wildman, '00, Ron
dents submit selections of pocall the PepsiCo Theatre at (203)
Zapille, '98, and Brian Hoover,
etry, prose and drama to be cho254-4000 ext. 4227. Tickets are
'00.
sen and featured in the produc$3 for students, $5 faculty and
Trying to incorporate
tion, directed by Dr. Martha S.
staff and $10 general admission.
many genres of theatre, "On
LoMonaco. The dramatic readings will be enhanced by rhythmic music and movement. The
cast includes:
Lauren
Schivone, '00, Meghan
Ferrara, '99, Maggie Gallin,
'00, Cinnamon Sparks, 97, KC

Ransom Reviewed as
Riveting
Robert D'Isidori
Contributing Writer
Screen writer Richard
Price's interpretation of the original 1956 film Ransom is complemented by the genius of director
Ron Howard as well as the impeccable performances of Rene
Russo and Mel Gibson. The
outstanding cast, which also includes Academy Award winner
Gary Sinise, allows for a continuous momentum that keeps
the audience on the edge of their
seats.
This fast paced psychological thriller leaves room for
the emotional realities that accompany the devastation of potentially losing a child. The element of uniqueness that lends to
the excellence of the movie lies
in the moral question that continuously surfaces throughout the
film. This question, being the
foundation for the plot, revolves
around the timeless battle between family and business, ultimately seeking to find out which
one is more important.
Tom and Rachel
Mullen (played by Gibson and
Russo) are the substantially
wealthy parents of an only child,
Sean (played by Brawley Nolte),

who has been kidnapped and
held for ransom. Faced with
the possibility of losing his
child, Mullen must choose between paying off the kidnapers or offering the ransom
money as a reward for them.
The moral dilemma lies in a
brief subplot that finds
Mullen, the owner of a successful airline, guilty of bribery, having paid off a union
delegate in return for a guarantee to prevent employee
strikes.
The kidnappers reveal that they chose Mullen
because they thought that
since he paid to save his airline, he would pay to save his
son. His lack of business ethics forces him to come to terms
with his guilt while simultaneously reversing the situation by offering the money as
a reward rather than a ransom. This brings his family
and friends into questioning
his morals as well.
Sinise plays Jimmy
Shaker, the cunning and sinister kidnapper whose intelligence is superceded by that of
Mullen. When he finds out
that there is a 2 million dollar

warrant for his head, he is thrown
aback, and his wittiness becomes
overshadowed by his rage. The
action is stimulated by Howard's
direction as well as the emotional
tensions that seize everyone involved.
What makes this movie
so incredible is the fact that Ron
Howard is able to pull off an
already common idea in film,
and give it fresh new look to it.
Both Gibson and Russo, perhaps
-because they have families of
their own, give us the most convincing performances of their careers. And so this psychological
thriller is sure to take you hostage, as you will find yourself
riveted by the intense emotional
trauma that gives this movie and
A+.
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Tidbits & Stuff...
Mike Laprey
Contributing Writer
-The Beatles say they won't
reunite, for any price, because
is compromises their integrity.
But you can pick up the three
double CD "Anthology" sets
for $30 a pop, or the ten hour
video set for $100. Great.
-Didja catch Madonna's
baby's name? Lourdes. Quite
fitting since it's gonna take a
miracle for that kid not to be
screwed up.
-Give Wade Boggs his due
after the Yanks won the Series: He rode the appropriate
end of the horse (thank you,
Bill Reynolds)
-Romeo
and
Juliet:
Shakespeare's greatest. Now
some clown had adapted it to
take place in the middle of a
gang war with the Butthole
Surfers singing the soundtrack.
Be scared. Very scared.
-Yeah, on a related note,
Romeo and Juliet in the deep
dark city...I believe it was
called West Side story and it's
playing at the Shubert in New
Haven in December.

-ESPN NEWS over CNN/SI.
Take the points, it'll be a landslide.
-When did the Stag-her become
the "Grind" and why didn't anyone tell me?
-Congrats to the Fairfield Football team, winning 27-0.
-What if Oasis threw a party and
no one came?
-Memo to Jenny McCarthy: 14
minutes and counting...the next
plastic, annoying blonde is ondeck awaiting your eminent
downfall.
-Without the Calipari vs. Calhoun
matchup, and the lack of any
good players, the UConn/UMass
matchup doesn't excite me.
-But BC/Fairfield does...come
home from X-Mas break early,
it'll be worth it!
-Badcareermove: CraigKilborn
from Sports Center to Comedy
Central's "The Daily Show." Hey
Craig, there's only one Dennis
Miller and you're not him. Do
you prefer hurt me, or spank me?
-Memo to Whoopi Goldberg:
three words: give up now.
-"I'm not the type of girl you take
home"—Sheryl Crow. Damn.

f

Heard Round
Town:
Quotes of the Week
Heard at the Dugout:
I'm one of the toughest guys on campus."
?!T«

Heard at the beach:
"I haven't been to the Grape in two weeks,
Actually, I don't remember being at the
Grape in two weeks."
Heard in the Mez:
"Where's the Blue Tooth?", "I don't know,
ask Thorburn."
Heard while talking about Golds:
"I'll be the hippest cat there."
Heard by a dysfunctional boy attempting to
sing "Desperado":
"Alabama, why don't you come to your
senses... "
Heard at a beach party:
"I thought the hubcaps held the tires on the
car."
Heard at the hockey game:
"What state is Michigan in?"
Heard at BC by Erin Codey when the lights
went out:
"It was destiny that he was here."
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The Panda Pavillion,
Fine Chinese Dining
Phil Bloete
Staff Writer

Chew on This...
The Panda Pavilion, in
Westport, provides a nice change from
traditional fare. Starting with the 100
gallon fish tank at the entrance, the scenery is fresh and inviting and the artwork
on the walls, depicting panda's playing
in a field by a stream, contributes to the
restaurant's originality.
As we sat at our table, we noticed the Hawaiian music softly playing
in the background. It pushed us both
towards getting a Pineapple Passion
($3.95) which was tantalizing. After our
beverage, we reached a decision to go
with Tempura Shrimp ($5.95) and Pan
Fried Dumplings ($4.50), both of which
were tasty. The waiter noticed that we
quickly demolished the appetizers, so he
decided to check on the main course.
When he returned into view, he had, not
only our dinners, but a wet-nap to freshen
up with... interesting touch.
Now feeling refreshed, we continued to consume. My guest had the
Sesame Chicken which was given high
adulation. I went with the Bamboo

Steamed Chicken ($9.95), which came
with a medley of vegetables that included
steamed broccoli, snow peas, carrots,
water chestnuts and those tasty little things
that look like miniature corn cobs. Despite how tasty it was, there was too
much to finish so the waiter suggested
wrapping it up as he freshened our beverages.
The Panda Pavilion is one of
Westport'sfinerChineserestaurants. As
well as the traditional fare, they serve up
a selection of health-conscience dishes
which still manage to score big with
taste. They are located on 1300 Post
Road East in Westport.

Chew on This... reviews restaurants on
the quality of food, service and ambiance.
The rating system: one beverage is fair,
two is good, three is very good, four is
excellent.
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Hardcore Commitment:
WVOF DJ recognized
Hugh Macken
Contributing Writer
Junior psychology major Carla
Riccio began broadcasting a show on
WVOF the summer after her high school
graduation. Since then she has developed a reputation as one of the most
dedicated and enthusiastic members of
the station. In appreciation of her efforts
and loyal commitment to the station,
WVOF's central staff has recognized
hardcore DJ Riccio as the October member of the month.
The proud Riccio tradition, begun by her brother and former station
manager Frank '96, is alive and well
thanks to the younger Carla. Central
staffers like metal programming co-director Marcel Blais are impressed by her
track record: "Carla is a very dedicated
DJ. She knows her hardcore and puts on
a 'real good' show." Tom Courtney,
who directs metal programming with
Blais, agrees: "She's always there and
she's very enthusiastic." When Courtney
says she is always there, he's not kidding. As Riccio acknowledges, her show
is on the air almost every week during
the year, including summer breaks, se-

mester breaks and final weeks.
Typically, Riccio plays such
bands as "Into another," "Gorilla Biscuits," "Sick of It All," "Trial" and
"Cornerstone." She points out that she is
a hardcore DJ not a metal DJ as some
would like to believe. "The hardcore
music I play reflects positive things like
veganism, being straight-edge involves
abstinence from all chemical substances
including alcohol and cigarettes;
veganism is a strict form of vegetarianism. Riccio says all these "positive
things" are promoted in the hardcore
scene.
Judging from the number of
listener call-ins on a recent Wednesday
night, her listeners love her show as
much as she does. In fact, while sitting in
the station this writer got the feeling
Carla Riccio had nothing short of a local
fan club. Although she has a loyal listening audience off-campus, this devoted
DJ is always looking to expand her listening audience. Her show, "A New
Level," is broadcast live every Wednesday night on WVOF 88.5 from 8 till 10.
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RENAISSANCE HAS RELOCATED
to Route 1 (Post Road) in Norwalk
Every Thursday is college night
Free admission with this coupon
50<t DRAFTS & 1/2 PRICE DRINKS
FROM 8-11PM

$1 DRAFTS

Rt.1(Post Rd.)

RTHE

FROM 11-1AM
TWO DJ'S
TWO DANCE FLOORS

HEW

ENfllSSflNCE
250 Westport Ave.
Rt 1, Norwalk, CT
203.847.7873
(behind County Mall)

exit 16

I-95

Take 1-95 to exit 16.
Head north on East Ave. Take right
on Post Rd. Renaissance is 1/2 mile on
right, behind County Mall.
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Lessons from Willy
Wonka
Nell Bateman
Arts and Entertainment Editor
It's time to throw away the selfhelp books that so quaintly tell us "All we
need to know in life we learned in Kindergarten." Sure, sharing is swell and
naptime is essential to the daily routine,
but the formula is simply all wrong.
Rather, the maxim should read, "All we
need to know in life we learned from
Willy Wonka."
We all watched the movie
"Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory" at six years old, and what we may
recollect is darling Charlie Bucket who
found the last of the. 5 golden tickets
within the Wonka bar he worked years to
buy. Viewing the film 15 years later, I
came to several revelations- first and
foremost, Charlie is a loser, and the true
hero is the chocolate king himself, a man
who dabbled in more than just cocoa
beans, Mr. Willy Wonka.
When the five children enter
Wonka's fun-house of a mansion and
factory, the magic of his chocolate secrets begins to unravel, but the bratty kids
including Augustus Gloop, Violet
Bulegard, Veruca Salt, Mike Teevee, and
Charlie, have all been advised by
Slugworth (Wonka's rival) to steal the
new everlasting gobstopper. That's the
basic plot on the outside, but Willy Wonka
is strange brew indeed, and his pearls of
wisdom need to be looked upon on a
different level.
When the children first step foot
into the factory where every detail is
edible (including the chocolate river of

course), Willy Wonka prances around
while the kids are stuffing their faces and
sings, "There is no life I know to compare
to pure imagination, living there you'll
be free if you truly wish to be." Augustus
was too busy to hear Wonka since he was
contaminating the choco-river. The
Wonkamania continues...
"You should never doubt what
everybody else is unsure about,"
snozberries can be licked on wall paper,
"A little nonsense now and then is relished by the wisest men," if you are wise,
you'll listen to short, orange, singing
men with green hair shipped over from
the island of Oompa Loompa, "If the
good Lord had wanted us to walk, he
wouldn't
have invented rollerskates," never underestimate the power of a golden goose
eggdicator, "Candy is dandy but liquor is
quicker," when Willy says the five course
gum isn't quite ready, don't try it, for
you '11 turn into a human blueberry, "Anything you want to, do it, wanna change
the world, there's nothing to it."
When Charlie passes the test,
Willy Wonka not only gives him the
lifetime supply of chocolate, but the entire factory- "A thing of beauty is a joy
forever."
If you haven't watching "Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory" in the
past fifteen years, I suggest that you fall
in love with chocolate all over again.
When author Roald Dahl and actor Gene
Wilder join forces, a masterpiece results.
Willy is a trippy dude and the man with
the chocolate plan, and he reminds us
that we are the music makers, and we are

Get into the funk
- Suprox will be
opening for Bim
Skala Bim on the
main stage at the
Globe Theatre on
Friday, Nov. 15 at

) MATT
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THE #3 LAW
SCHOOL IN THE
COUNTRY
FOR STUDENT
SATISFACTION
Western New England
College School of Law
was ranked #3 for student
satisfaction according to
the latest National Jurist!
Princeton Review survey
of 28,000 law students.
The atmosphere is both
intellectually rigorous
and student-friendly.
The faculty love to
teach and they have
outstanding academic
and professional
credentials. In fact,
the professors were
ranked in the top 25%
for publication volume
in the most recent
Chicago Kent Law
Review faculty
scholarship
survey.

Open House
for Prospective
Law Students
If you're considering
going to law school, you
can find out everything
you need to know about
admissions, financial aid,
legal careers, and our
unique student-centered
programs at our upcoming open house.

Western
New England
College

School of Law
Open House for Prospective Students
Saturday, November 23,1-4 pm
S. Prestley Blake Law Center
1215 Wilbraham Road
Springfield, Massachusetts
For reservations and more information call:

800-782-6665
Visit our Web Site at http://www.law.wnec.edu
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Swim team drops Volleyball team falls to Siena
meet at URI
in MA AC finals
Rick Thomson
Sports Editor
This past Saturday,
the Fairfield University
men's and
women's
swim team
lost to the
University
of Rhode
Island.
Both teams
dropped to
1-4 on the
year, as the
men were defeated 154-99,
while the women were
outlasted 164-121. Despite
the loss, there were several
strong individual efforts for
the Stags.
On the men's side,
senior captain Mike Griek
won the 200 yard backstroke
with a solid time of 2:07.63.
Sophomore
Chris
Warenkiewicz's time of
0:56.96 in the 100 yard butterfly was also good for a
first place finish.
"It's really encouraging for us to see that we
are reaching times that we
did when we were peaking
last year," junior co-captain
Pete Fox said. "We look a

lot stronger than last year.
For the women, Freshman
swimmers Kristin Conlin and Julie
Thorsen combined to win five individual events. Conlin won the 500

yard freestyle, the- 1000 yard
freestyle, and the 200 yard indivdiual
medley. Meanwhile, Thorsen set a
school record in the 100 yard backstroke with her winning time of 1:04.2
and also took home first place in the
200 yard backstroke. Senior captain
Katie Killeen noted that the team as
a whole put in a fine effort.
"Everyone did pretty well,"
Killeen said. "We won a lot of events,
and several others were very close."
The swim team will be back
in action this Saturday with a home
meet against perennial Big East powerhouse Seton Hall. With some
quick individual swims and a solid
team effort, the Stags will attempt
to avenge last year's loss to the Pirates.

Rick Thomson
Sports Editor
The Fairfield University women's volleyball team
had their season end in disappointment this past weekend at
the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference championships. The
MAAC regular season champions brought their 22-10 overall
record to Loudonville, New
York and had their championship dreams swept away by the
Siena Saints, who captured the
title event for the fourth consecutive year in convincing fashion.
In the semifinals,
Fairfield avenged their only
conference loss of the season
with a big victory over Loyola
on Sunday morning. But in the
finals, the Stags found themselves outmatched by an experienced Siena squad, as Fairfield
bowed out in straight sets, 1512, 15-8, 15-8.
Fairfield's phenomenal freshmen were paced by
Melanie Bussanich and Jen
McLaughlin. Bussanich had a
game-high 23 kills, while
McLaughlin chipped in with 19.
Fellow freshman Liz Bower was
named co-MAAC Player of the
Year. For the season, Bower

.*
led the MAAC in assists with
1318, and was twice named
MAAC player of the week.
Despite the disappointing end to the season, it
was still a remarkable year for
the women's volleyball team.
Second year head coach Todd
Kress and assistant coach Dani

Peterson set out to improve on
last year's dismal 1-6 record in
the MAAC and 11-21 overall
record, and with the help of some
stellar recruits, this year's crop of
Stags was able to put together the
best season that women's volleyball at Fairfield University has
seen in some time.

—

Home
Games...
Swim Team vs.
Seton Hall
Saturday, 1 p.m.
Women's Basketball vs.
Nor'easter (exhibition)
Saturday, 2 p.m.
Men's Basketball vs. Upstate AAU (exhib'lion)
Saturday, 4 p.m.
Hockey vs. Sacred Heart
Sunday, 8 p.m.
Hockey vs. Assumption
College
Tuesday, 8 p.m.

Men's and Women'sTennis
teams wrap up season at
Rolex Qualifer
Brian Manning
Assistant Sports Editor
Members of both the
men's and women's tennis
teams
travelled
to
Williamsburg, Virginia last
weekend to take part in the Rolex
National Indoor Qualifier. This
tournament was not a team
event, but an individual tournament inviting the top players
from 64 of the best teams on the
East Coast.
Representing the
women's team were freshman
Nancy Searle and Lenka Hurton.
Hurton, playing at the number
one singles spot, took on
Coriane Cascio from Lehigh
University in her first round
match and won 6-1, 6-4. She
played an excellent match and
had little trouble with her opponent.
In the second round,
Hurton faced Majku Serasini, a
talented player from Virginia
Tech. Serasini was too much
for Hurton, as she won the match
by a score of 7-6, 6-3.
After losing in singles,
Hurton paired up with Searle to

play doubles. Despite never
playing together before, the duo
won their first round match
against Lehigh 8-1, before being knocked out in the second

Robertson, who played at number one singles for the Stags,
played very well, but lost in his
first round match to a talented
competitor from West Virginia

"Our only two losses came to
Fordham and UMass, two very
talented teams. We have a young
team, and should be successful in
the future."
round by the team from Virginia Commonwealth University.
"I think everything
went well," Searle said. "We
played quite well together in
doubles even though we never
played together before."
The men's team was
not as successful as the women
at the tournament, but still put
in a very good effort. Brian

6-3,6-3. The men's doubles team
of Brian Stype and Mike
Twardo wski were unlucky in their
first round match as well, as they
lost to the doubles team from St.
John's 8-4.
"Overall, I think we had
a good fall season," Stype said.
"Our only two losses came to
Fordham and UMass, two very
talented teams. We have a young
team, and should be successful in
the future."
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Men's Soccer comes up
just short in MAAC finals
Jeff Woelpper
Staff Writer
This
past weekend, the
Fairfield men's
soccer team travelled to Loyola,
Maryland
in
search of the
school's first ever
Metro Atlantic
Athletic Conference Championship. After knocking off Canisius in
the semifinal game
on Saturday, the
Stags came up
short in their
championship bid,
falling to defending
champion
Loyola 2-0.
On Saturday, Fairfield was paired with Canisius,
a team they tied in the regular season.
The Stags controlled the tempo and dominated the game on offense, outshooting
Canisius 26-15. However, the two squads
played to a scoreless tie after regulation.
"The team played well the entire game," head coach Carl Rees said.
"We were a bit nervous and timid in the
first half, but we made some adjustments
and took it to them."
The game remained scoreless
throughout the first overtime. In the
second extra period, junior Gavin Baiera
scored to give the Stags a 1-0 lead that
they would never relinquish. The victory
sent Fairfield into Sunday's champion-

7

Athletes of the Week
Michael
Seabrooks
Seabrooks, a
freshman from
Dowington, PA,
recovered a
fumble, blocked a
punt, and scored
a touchdown in
the football
team's 27-0 victory overIona
last week.

ship game against Loyola, a team
Fairfield lost to in overtime earlier in the
season.
On Sunday, the Stags battled
the defending MAAC champions to a
scoreless tie in the first half, thanks to
some stellar defense.
"I felt our defenders and
midfield controlled the tempo," Rees
said. "Unfortunately, we did not convert our possessions into goals."
After Loyola scored the first
goal of the contest in the second half,
Fairfield gambled by pushing up the
defense and the midfield in an effort to
produce a score. However, the gamble
proved unsuccessful, as the Greyhounds
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added an insurance goal to clinch the
MAAC title.
Although the Stags lost in the
final, CoachRees was proud of the team's
performance and is optimistic for next
year.
"This game was an indicator
that we've come a long way," Rees said.
"We showed Loyola that there is more
than just one team in the MAAC conference."
There were many bright spots
for this year's squad, which finished at
6-9-4, especially from the freshman class.
Goalie Chris Scheckley was tremendous
throughout the season, while defenders
Sebastian Wojdasksa and Tom Bowles,

v

Kristin Conlin
Conlin, a freshman from West
Springfield, MA,
won the 1,000
yard freestyle,
200 yard individual medley,
and 500 yard
freestyle in the
swim team's meet
last Saturday at
URL
along with forward Barry O'Driscoll,
greatly contributed to the team's success.
This team was plagued with many
injuries during the year. However, many
players, including Craig Lennon, stepped
it up time and time again.
"Craig improved throughout the
season," Rees said. "He provided leadership when the team was hit with injuries."
Four Stags received post season
honors, including junior captain Paul
McSherry and Wojadaska, who were
named to the all-conference team.
McSherry and Wojadaska, along with
Scheckley and Lennon, were named to the
all-tournament team.

Hockey team loses home opener to Villanova
Bradley Tarr
Staff Writer
The 1996-97 Fairfield Stags ice hockey
season began last Saturday at the Wonderland of Ice in Bridgeport with a 2-1
loss to the visiting Wildcats of Villanova.
The Wildcats wasted no time getting
points on the board as they were able to
settle the puck in front of the Fairfield
goal on a delayed penalty, get an extra
man on the ice, and finally bang a shot
home, a mere fifty-six seconds into the
opening period.
The teams continued to scrap and the
score remained unchanged until the Wildcats were able to find the net again during
the second period. With Fairfield holding
a 2-man advantage, the Stags were unable
to capitalize on the power play. As the
second of the two Wildcats was released
from the penalty box, he took advantage
of a puck passed up ice and an out of
position Stag defense to Villanova's second goal on a breakaway shot. Sophoi more goalie John True, who came up big
between the pipes for the Stags most of
the night and finished with 28 saves, virtually had no chance.
However the Stags avoided getting
blanked when junior Ryan Murray, who
lead the Stags in scoring last year and is a

strong contender to accomplish that feat
again, rocketed a slapshot into the upper
far corner, over the goalie' s glove, from
the top of the left face-off circle. The
play was set up by a pass from Ryan to
Murray, and Murray, after carrying the

puck across the blue line, unleashed the
blistering shot. This goal came with a
little over 2:30 left in regulation.
At this point, the crowded, but quieted, Wonderland of Ice, was whipped
into a frenzy with the realization that the

Stags were back in the game. However,
despite peppering the Wildcat goalie for
the last 2:30, the Stags were unable to stick
the equalizer.
"We didn't play to our potential," said
captain Kevin Ryan. "Villanova was just
beating us to the puck."
Despite the loss, it was a special night
for the team and especially head coach
Peter LaVigne, as it was his first game at
the reigns on the collegiate level for Fairfield
University. LaVigne took over the job this
year for Dr. John McCarthy who held the
position for the first 28 year that the program existed. LaVigne, who teaches at
Fairfield Prep, comes to the Stags with a
plethora of experience over his last six
seasons as coach at the Prep. Among the
honors, LaVigne guided his team to three
state championships and never failed to
make it to at least the semifinals in the other
three seasons.
The Stags play two games on the
road at Bentley College and Western New
England College on the 13th and 16th of
this month, respectively, before returning
home to play their last divisional contest
of 1996 versus Sacred Heart on Sunday
November 17 at 8:00 p.m. at the Wonderland of Ice.

16 / Thursday, November 14, 1996

Sports

The Fairfield Mirror

Football posts first win
ever with shut-out of Iona
Rick Thomson
Sports Editor
"It felt so good to finally win one," an ecstatic Jim
Lopuzsnick said after the Fairfield
University football team's 27-0
whitewashing of Iona on Saturday. "It really helped wipe out
the feeling of eight straight
losses."
Fairfield's performance was nearly flawless.
Freshman tailback Greg Maletta
piled up 120 yards in leading the
Stags to season-high 167 yards
on the ground, while Lopuzsnick
and Greg Slater combined to produce 203 yards through the air.
Meanwhile, the defense took care
of things on their side of the ball,
as they produced four turnovers
and held Iona to just 135 yards of
total offense.
For the first time all season, the Stags put the first points
of the game on the board. Slater's
1-yard touchdown run just four
and a half minutes into the first

quarter gave the Stags their first
lead in school history, and from
that point on, there was no looking back. Tom Lopusznick
hauled in a 49-yard scoring strike
with just under two minutes left
to
play
in
the
first
half,
and the Stags
went into the locker room with a
14-0 half time lead.
"It was a big energizer
to score the first points of the
game," Jim Lopusznick said.
"We just built on that and dominated the rest of the game."
In the third quarter, the
Stags put the game out of reach
with a couple of quick scores.
With Iona backed up deep in
their own territory, freshmen
defensive
end
Michael
Seabrooks blocked a punt and
rumbled into the end zone to the
give the Stags a three-touchdown
lead. On the next Iona possession, Seabrooks was in the thick
of things once again, as he
pounced on an Iona fumble just
inside their own 30 yard line. A

few plays later, Lopusznick hit
freshman wideout Eric Wise on
a 14 yard scoring strike to close
out the scoring.
For Jim Lopusznick
and the Stags, this first win will
certainly be remembered as one
of the biggest wins in the history of the program.
"It's been so hard for
us to get this first win,"
Lopusznick said. "But now that
everyone has tasted victory, we
have something to build on."
After a little time off,
the Fairfield University football team will be right back to
work over the off-season with a
lot of running and lifting in an
effort to bulk up for next season.
"We need to get bigger and stronger for next year,"
Lopusznick said. "We know that
we can compete on this level,
and after a year of playing together, we should be able to
get back at some of the teams
that beat us this year."

Women's Soccer shut out
by Loyola in MAAC Semis
Brian Manning
Assistan' Sports Editor
The Fairfield University women's soccer team's season ended last weekend when
they were shut out 1 -0 by Loyola
in the first round of the Metro
Atlantic Athletic Conference
championships.
The loss
dropped the team's final record
to 10-8-1, and 5-1-1 in the
MAAC.
Fairfield came into the
game with high hopes, and played
a very even game against the
Greyhounds, but the Stags continued to struggle on Loyola's
home astro-turf field. The team's
scoring difficulties continued as
well, as the Stags were blanked
by Loyola for the second time
this year.
The lone goal of the
match came on a gorgeous passing play by the Greyhounds.
Fairfield goalkeeper Christen
Veach had no chance on the shot,
but overall, she played a very
solid game.
"It's a very disappointing way to end the season, "
junior Mary Ann Sadowski said.
"The whole team thought we
could make it to the finals."
Loyola's home field
advantage and excellent defense
not only paid off against Fairfield,
but helped to carry the Greyhounds to the MAAC championship, where they knockc ._a
number one seed Sienna,
Although the .> . >»
didn't come away with a MAr...:

championship this year, they enjoyed yet another very successful season. Leading the team in
scoring was junior stand-out
Kelli Hurley, as she totaled 31
points in becoming the all-time
leading scorer in the history of
women's soccer at Fairfield.
Freshman Abigail ALlan was
not too far behind Hurley in
points with 24, and led the team
in goals with ten. Freshman
Ann Rosdick (13 points), and
sophomore Jennifer Mitchell (12
points), were also offensive
weapons for the Stags this year.
Anchoring the defense for

Fairfield was junior Mary Ann
Sadowski, along with freshman
Patrice Bourke and Julie
Stevens. Meanwhile, Veach
was superb in goal throughout
the season, earning a 10-8-1
record while sporting a 1.12
overall goals allowed average.
The loss of seniors
Dawn Bowers, Diana Grande,
Karen Jurczak, Robi Hanson,
and Veach will leave an obvious void in next year's team,
but the Stags return a solid
nucleus and will no doubt be
challenging for the MAAC title
once again next year.

The End of One Era
and the Start of Another
Rick Thomson
Sports Editor
For the past fourteen months, the responsibility of overseeing the
athletic facilities, equipment, and fields at Fairfield University has rested
on the shoulders of a single individual. This man has put in an average of
12-14 hours of work each day making sure everything is in order for
practices and home games, from rolling out scoreboards and benches to
setting up field usage times for the many sports programs on campus. He
coordinates and takes part in all the grunt work that few spectators never
even think about when coming out to see a game, yet would surely notice
if it was not properly done. This man goes by the name of Ed Roe, and
tomorrow, after a little over a year of dedicated service to Fairfield
University Athletics, tomorrow he will put in his final day of work as an
assistant athletic director for the Stags.
"This job really takes its toll after a while," a dirty and paintcovered Roe said after finishing up the five-hour task of lining the football
field forthis past Saturday's game. "It's tough to be in five different places
at once."
If you 're thinking that this way too much responsibility and labor
for one person to possibly have to endure, you're not alone.
It is evident that more people need to be brought in so the new
assistant athletic director can put in a more reasonable work week. A good
start would be the creation of an equipment manager position, but getting
more students involved in helping out with the fields and events would be
even more beneficial. This year, a large pool of students have dedicated
many hours in this area, but an even greater contribution is needed.
However, athletic directors Eugene Doris and Bill Miles have a
possible solution to the labor shortage problem. The two are considering
bringing astroturf to Alumni Field. Despite astroturf's notorious billing
as being a surface that causes more injuries than an elementary school
bully, it does have a practical purpose. It requires much less maintenance
and could be the possible answer to all the scheduling conflicts that have
occurred this fall. It would allow many teams to be able to use Alumni
Field for practice. Of course, that was not possible this year because the
field was newly-sodded in August and needed to be preserved for game use
only, or else Roe and his crew would be out there replacing more divots
than John Daly's caddy. But between Fairfield University and Fairfield
Prep, there are numerous teams vying for the use of two fields for practice
in the fall, and unless the university wants to throw some grass seed down
on a few parking lots, astroturf on Alumni Field seems to be a pretty good
idea.
Anyone that plays a non-varsity sport here at Fairfield knows
about the scheduling problems that have arisen this fall due to the lack of
field space. Most notable was the Rugby team getting bumped off their
field so the Fairfield Prep football team could practice there. According
to Roe, astroturf was expected to be placed on Alumni field this past
summer in anticipation of the New York Giants coming to Fairfield
University for training camp. Naturally, the Giants would chip in for the
price of the turf in exchange for use of the field. But towards the end of
July, the Giants decided to practice in Albany instead, most likely in an
effort to keep team members from partying at the beach. This forced the
university to decide on laying sod in August, and all of a sudden, one less
field was available for practice. Thus, the decision to use the Rugby field
for football practice was the only possible answer. However, the
administration's decision not to give the rugby team advanced notice of
this news is another story.
But Roe is confident that conflicts like this will not occur in the
future, as the university intends to upgrade the current facilities. In
addition to the possibility of astroturf on Alumni Field, long-overdue plans
for an on-campus hockey rink and renovations to Alumni Hall are in the
works. Administration also plans to centralize the athletic department by
building a second level on the locker room facilities over by Alumni Field.
This should certainly help the Mirror sports reporters in tracking down
coaches for interviews, along with giving the entire campus a better sense
of where the coaches are when they are not with their teams.
So, if everything goes as planned, there should be a noticeable
upgrade in the quality of athletic facilities in the near future. While this is
great for future classes to come, it is unfortunate for those athletes who
have to deal with chewed up fields and practice schedule conflicts, or fans
who have travel 15 minutes to see a Fairfield hockey home game. When
Ed Roe punches out for the final time on Friday, it will certainly be a
sorrowful moment, as his countless hours of hard work and dedication will
be greatly missed and impossible to replicate. But maybe the loss of Roe
will finally push the university administration to get the ball rolling on the
changes and upgrades that have been postponed for years, because surely
there are very few people like Ed Roe who are willing to do so much for
Fairfield University with so little recognition.

